' • K 





OWNER'S MANUAL 

VERY IMPOKTAN 

Save This Bock * Carefully read this entire manual ttefore using your new Browning firearm . 



GOLD 3 1/2" SEMI-AUTO 12 GA. 




NEW GUN OWNERS RECORD 




KEEP THIS RECORD FOR FUTURE REFERENCE 

Browning Model 
Serial Number 

Gauge i Caliber 

Price 

Purcrtgged From 

Cote ot Purchase 



Thank you for choosing a Browning Gold 3 1/2** shotgun. 
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incorporates rhe best of rraditiona] Brwuing craftsmanship and advanced cechnok^. Every detail of the Gold 31/2" shoigu]! 
has been engineered ro provide you che best in handling ar>d reliable opetacion. With a reasonable amounr of care your Gold 
3 1/2" semi-auto shotgun should ^ve you many years of dependable, enjoyable service. Please fed free to write us immediately 
if you have any oK^rvations residing its performance and operation 
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You are 

Responsible for 
Firearms Safety 

As a gun nwticr, )xm accept a set of demanding 
responsibilities. How seriously )'ou take these fcsponabilitics 
can be the dilference benveen life and death. Failure to follow 
any of these Instructions can cause ateiwive damage to your 
gun and/or possible serious injury or death to youfsdfatxl 
others 

THERE fS NO EXCUSE FOR CARELESS OR ABUStVE 
HANDLING OF ANY FfREARM. AT ALL TtMES HANDLE 
ANY HREARM WITH INTENSE RESPECT FOR FTS 
POWER AND POTENVAL DANGER. 

READ AND UNDERSTAND ALL OF THE CAUVONS 
AND PROPER HANDLING PROCEDURES OUTUNED IN 
THIS 800KLST BEFORE USING YOUR NEWnREARM. 

1 AL WAYS KEEP THE MUZZLE OF ANY RREARM 
POINTED IN A SAFE DIRECVON. 



Du this even though you are certain it is unloaded. Never 
[>oinr any firearm at anything you do not inicnd to 
shoot. Be extremely alert and aware of all persons and 
property wirhin rhe range of your ammur)ition. 

2 NEVER REL Y TOTALLY ON YOUR SHOTGUN'S 
MECHANICAL "SAFETY" DEVICE 

Always assume chat your gun can be fired at any time, 
even with all safety mechanisms enpgcd, 'llic word 
"safety’’ describes a gun’s mechanical devices chat arc 
designed to place your gun in a SAFER sums. No 
guarantee can be made that the gun will not fire even if 
the “safety’’ is in the “on safe" position. See ' Opcianon 
of the Safety” later in this manual for iDsinicrions on 
operation of this gun’s “safer)'.’’ 

LIKE ANY MECHANICAL DEVICE, A ‘ SAFETY" 

CAN SOMETIMES FAIL; IT CAN BE JARRED OR 
INADVERTENTL Y MANIPULATED INTO AN 
UNSAFE CONDITION. 

Mechanical “safeties” merely aid safe gun handling and 
arc no excuse for pointing your shotgun's muzzle in an 
unsafe direction. Because (he Gold 3 1/2" shogun 



fcamres a reversible safer) , it is adviseable to check for 
right • or left-hand orientation of the satety. ^liile it is a 
grxxl idea © ‘test" your gun’s mechanical “safeties" 
periodically for proper function and oricncariun, NEVER 
TEST THEM WHILE YOUR FIREARM IS LOADED OR 
POINTED IN AN UNSAFE DIRECTION. 

Safe gun handling docs not scop with your gun’s 
mcdianical “safety" devios — it sians there, Alwa)'s treat 
this shogun wdi the respect due a loaded, ready-co-fire 
foeann. 

NEVER TEST THE MECHANISM OF ANY FIREARM 
WHILE ms LOADED OR POINTED IN AN UNSAFE 
DIRECriON. 

3 WHENEVER YOU HANDLE A RREA RM. OR HAND IT 
TO SOMEONE, MAKE SURE IT IS COMPLETELY 
UNLOADED. 

Alwaysopen the action immediately, and visually check 
the chamber. Make cerrain chat they do not inadvertently 
contain any ainmunidon. Alssays keep the chamber 



empty and “safety" in the “on safe" position unless 
shooting is imminent. 

4 DO NOT TRANSPORT ANY LOADED FIREARM. 

Keep all firearms unloaded during transport, whether 
stored in a hoktCTi gun case, scabbard or other container, 

5 HUNTING FROM ELEVATED SURFACES SUCH AS 
TREE STANDS IS DANGEROUS. 

Doing so may increase the risk of handling a firearm. The 
foUowng rules should alway's be observed by you and 
those you hunt with; AIwa)& make certain that die stand 
bdng used b safe and stable. Always make certain that 
your firearm is unloaded when it is being taken up and 
down from the stand. Ahoays make certain that your 
fi rearm is not dfO(^>cd from the Stan d , or d topped wh ile 
it is being takcu up or down from the stand, Rmmber, a 
loaded firearm may discharge when dropped, even with 
the safety in the ‘on safe’ position. 

$ BEWARE OF BARREL OBSTRUCVONS. 

Do lids for the safety' of both your gun and yourself. 
Mud, snow, and an infinite variety of other objects may 
inadvertently lodge in a barrel bore. It takes only one 
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small obstruction to caase dangerously increased 
pressures that can ruin (sweil or n^)nife) die finest 
sho^n barrels. 

BEFORE CHECKING FOR A BARREL 
OBSTRUCTION. BE CERTAIN YOUR FIREARM t$ 
FULLY UNLOADED. 

Make sure no live rounds arc in rhe chamber. Place the 
safety in the “on safe" position. Afict assuririg 
yourself that the firearm Is completely unloaded, open 
rhe breech or action and look through the hand to be 
sure it is dear of any obstruction. I fan obstruction k 
seen, no matter how small ii may be, clean the bote with 
a cleaning rod and patch as described later in rhis 
manual Before the first firing, clean the bore with a 
deaning rod and patch, and wipe away* any anti-nist 
compounds in ihc accion/chambcr areas. 

7 ALWA y'S COMPLETEL Y UNLOAD ALL 
FIREARMS WHEN NOT IN USE. 

As a safety precaution, it k preferable to remove the bartd 
of your gun for storage, Your responsibilities do not end 
when your firearm is unauended. Store your firearm and 

ammunition separately and w'cll beyond the reach of 
children. Take all safeguards to ensure your shotgun does 
not become available to untrained, inexpenertced or 
unwelcome hands. 

3 USE THE PROPER AMMUNFIION. 

Ihe barrel and action of all Bro^vning firearms have been 
made widi substantial safccy ma^ns over ibe pressures 
developed by established American commercial loads. 
Nevertheless, Brownii^ assumes no liability for incidents 
which occur through the use of caftridges of nomiandard 
dimensions which develop pressures in excess oS 
commercially available ammunition which has been 
loaded in accordance with standards establisbed by the 
Sporting Arms and Ammunition Manulaaurci’s 
Institute). 

BE ALERT TO THE SIGNS OF AMMUNITION 
MALFUNCVON. IF YOU DETECT AN OFF SOUND 
OR LIGHT RECOIL WHEN A CARTRIDGE IS FIRED, 
DO NOT LOAD ANOTHER CARTRIDGE INTO THE 
CHAMBER. 

Open the action and remove all canric^ from ihc 
amber as well as the action areas and m<^mne (when 



applicable). With the action open, glance down the 
Wrd CO make sure chat a wzd or other oUrruction 
does nor remain in the barrel. Completely clear the barrel 
before loading and firing <^in. Failure to follow these 
instiuedons can cause extensive damage to you) gun and 
possible serious injury to yourself and others. 

MAKE SURE OF ADEQUATE VENVLATION IN THE 
AREA THAT YOU DISCHARGE A FIREARM. WASH 
HANDS THOROUGHLY AFTER EXPOSURE TO 
AMMUNmON OR CLEANING A FIREARM. 

load exposure can be obuined from discharging fireanns 
in pooriy vcnrilaKd areas, cleaning firearms or handlu^ 
anununition. load is a substance that has been knnwm to 
cause birth defects, reproductive harm and other serious 
injury. 

9 NEVER INSERT A SHELL OF THE INCORRECT 
GAUGE IN ANY SHOTGUN. 

Thcgai^e of yuuc shotgun is marked on the side of the 
barrel. Score all caitrid^ of different gai^es in 
com [dctcly separate and well-marked containers. Never 



store shells of mixed gauges in a common container or in 
your pockets. 

EXAMINE EVERY SHELL YOU PUTIN YOUR GUN. 
NEVER PUT A 20 GAUGE SHELL IN A 
12 GAUGE GUN. 

'I hc most cerrain way to bulge or nipt u re a band is to 
drop a 20 gauge shell into a 12 gauge chamber. The 20 
gauge shell, unfommatcly, will not fall completely 
through the barrel; its rini is aught by the ftont of a 12 
gauge chamber, Your gun will mi.sfire (with tlw chamber 
appealing to be empty). It is dicn possible to load a 1 2 
gauge shell behind the 20 gauge shell. If the gun is fired, 
the result will be a so<allcd “ 1 2-20 bui'st'’ w hich can 
cause enetisivc damage to your gun and }X).ssiblc serious 
injury to youtsdf or others. 

10 USE SHELLS OF THE CORRECT LENGTH. 

Do not use 3 1/2" shotgun shells in a sho^n or barrel 
with a2 3/V chamber or 3’ chamber. Do nut use 3 
sheik in a shotgun chambered for 2 3/4’ shells. Doing so 
can result in a build-up of dai^rously high pressures 
that may damage your gun and possibly cause serious 
injury to yoursclforothcix. The size of the chamber is 



inscribed, along with gauge and choke deagnadons, on 
the side of the barrel The Gold 3 1/2” is chambered for 
3I/2'\3'’,or2 3M'’ I2ga. loads. 

1 1 DO NOT SNAP THE HRING PfN ON AN EMPTY 
CHAMBER — THE CHAMBER MAY NOT BE 
EMPTY! 

Treat e\'ciy gun with the respect due a loadol gun, even 
though )'ou arc certain the gun 1$ unloaded. 

12 KEEP YOUR RNGERS AWAY FROM THE TRIGGER 
WHILE UNLOADING OR LOADING, UNTIL YOU ARE 
READY TO SHOOT. 

13 BE SURE OF YOUR TARGET AND BACKSTOP. 

Particularly during low light periods. Know the range of 
your ammunition, Never shoot at ’ft'aier or hard objeers. 

14 ALWAYS UNLOAD THE CHAMBER AND 
MAGAZINE OF ANY FIREARM BEFORE CROSSING 
A FENCE, CLIMBING A TREE, JUMPING A DITCH 
OR NEGOTIA TING OTHER OBSTACLES. 



Never lean or place any loaded firearm on or;^inst a 
fences rree, car, or other similar ob)ca. 

IS WEAR EYE AND EAR PROTECTION WHEN 
SHOOTING. 

Unprotected, repeated exposure co gunfire can cau.se 
hcarii^ damage. Wear ear protectors (shooting car plugs 
or mu&) to guard against such damage. Wear shootii^ 
glasses to protect your eyes from flying panicles. Allow 
proper distance (eye reliefi between the scope and your 
eye when firing a ^oped rifle or shotgun. Ahv^ laep a 
safe distance between the muade ofvour firearm and anv 

t i 

persons nearby, a.s mirzle blast, debris arxl cjeciii^ shells 
could inflict serious injury. Also, wear qt protection 
wlicn disassembling and cleaning all firearms to prevent 
the possibility of springs, sprir^-tensioned parts, solvents 
or other agents from contacti favour eyes. 

1$ DROPPING A LOADED GUN CAN CAUSE AN 
ACCIDENTAL DISCHARGE. 

Iliis can occur even with the ‘’safetv* in the **on safe* 
position, Be extremely careful while hundng or during 
any shooting acriviry, to avoid dropjMng any firearm. 



17 IF ANY FIREARM FAILS TO FIRE, KEEP THE 
MUZZLE POINTED IN A SAFE DIRECVON. 

H<fld this position fora minimum of 30 seconds. 

Grefolly open dieaaion and remove the cartridge. If the 
ptimet is indented, the cartridge should be disposed of in 
a way that cannot ause harm. If the primer is not 
indenced, your firearm dwuld be examined by a qualified 
gunsmith and the cause of the malfunction should be 
coneaed before fonher use. 

18 BE DEFENSIVE AND ON GUARD AGAINST UNSAFE 
GUN HANDUNG AROUND YOU AND OTHERS. 

Don't be timid when it comes to gun safccy. If you 
observe oihcf shooters violating any of these safety 
precautions, politely su^t safer handling practices. 

19 BE CERTAIN YOUR SHOTGUN IS UNLOADED 
BEFORE CLEANING. 

Bcausc so many gun aeddents occur when a firearm is 
being deaned. special and extreme care should be taken to 
be sure your gun is unloaded before disissembly, cleaning 
and feassembly. Keep amnninition away from the 

cleaning loarion. Never Ksr the mechanical function of 
any firearm with live ammunition. 

20 SUPERVISE AND TEACH FIREARMS SAFETY TO 
AU MEMBERS OF YOUR FAMILY- 
ESPECIALLY TO CHILDREN AND NON-SHOOTERS. 

Closely supervise newcomers to the shooting Sfwrts. 
tncoui^ enrollment in hunting/shootii^ safet)' courses. 

21 NEVER DRINK ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES OR TA KE 
ANY TYPE OF DRUGS BEFORE OR DURING 
SHOOTING. 

Your visbn and jut^ent could be dangerously impaired, 
making your gun handling unsafe to you and to others, 

22 PERFORM PERIODIC MAINTENANCE. A VOID 
UNAUTHORIZED SERVICING. 

Your fKw firearm is a mechanical dc\icc which will not 
last foreva, and as such, is subject ro wear and requires 
periodic inspeaion, adjustment, and scr\icc. Browming 
firearms should be serviced by a Btowim^ Recommended 
Service Center or by Browming s service fecility in Arnold, 
Missouri, Browning cannor assume any responsibility for 
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injuries suffered or caused by unauthorized icfvicing, 
alteradons or modifications of Browning fireanns. 

23 READ AND HEED ALL WARMNGS 

In this instatedon book, on amr>iunirion boxes arxl with 
ail accessories that vmi install on vour firearm. It is tout 

f i 

tcsponsibilit)' to secure the most up-to-date information 
on the safe handling procedures for your Browning gun, 
Browning assumes no lability for Incidents which occur 
when unsafe or improper gtin accessories or ammunirion 
combinations are used. 

24 BffOlVA/WG RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REFUSE 
SERVICE ON FIREARMS THAT HAVE BEEN 

AL TERED, ADDED TO OR SU8STANVALLY 
CHANGED. 

Removal of metal from barrel (s), or modifications of the 
firing mechaniiun and/or operating pans may lead to 
Brw'ning'^ refusal of service on such firearms. Browning 
will cha^ the owner for pans and labor to tctum the 
firearm to original Browning sped ficailoiw. 



DO NOT, UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES, ALTER 
THE TRIGGER. SAFETY OR PARTS OF THE HRING 
MECHANISM OF THIS OR ANY OTHER FIREARM. 

FAILURE TO OBEY THIS WARNING MAY RESULT 
IN INJURY OR DEATH TO YOURSELF OR OTHERS. 

BE CAREFUL! 

NomendatiEB 

In convenriona] gun rcnninolog)', the position and move- 
ment of sbo^ parts arc docribed as they occur with the 
shotgun horizontal and in normal firing position; i.c. the 
is forward or from; the buttstock is rearssard or rear; 
(he trigger is downward or undemeadi; the sight is upward or 
on top. For general pans nomenclature (refer to Figure 1-A). 
The Browning Gold 3 1/2" shotpin is shown disassembled 
to the extern necessary in order to follow instructions con- 
tained iit this book (See Figure 1-B on the next page). 




Trigger 



operating the action. As the bolt assembly moves rearward, it 
recocks ihc hammer, and ejects the fired shell. After foil 
rearward rravd, the bolt assenfoly returns forward, pickir^ 
up a new shell (rom the magazine and chambers it 
automaikallv. After the last shell has been fired, the boll 
assembly locks © the rear, instead of reniming forward, This 
fedlitaies speedy rdoading. llie shore-stroke of the gas 
piston along with the sm^, gas seaLng fit of the piston rod 
limits the amount of confousiion gases blown out of the gas 
adifKler and into the receiver. 
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General Operation 

The Browning Gold 3 1/2" shotgun is a ps operated, 
semi-automatic sho^n. It is capable of shoodug five shots 
(with the magazine plug removed using 2 3/4" loads) in 
rapid succession with each pull of the iri^cr. Upon firing, 
high-pressure gas from behind the shot charge passes 
through two ports in the barrel, through the gjB bracket and 
into the gis cylinder. High-pressure ^ses force the gas piston 
rearward, appl}dng pressure to the piston rod. As the piston 
rod moves reansard, it pushes the bolt assembly rearward, 










Figure 1-B 
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NOTE: The Gold 31/2’ shotgun is ddivcied with the 
magazine adapter in the marine which limm tbegun to 
three shou, in accordance with federal migratoty bird laws. If 
you do not want your gun to be limited, meidy take out the 
three shot adapter as explained on page 12 under 'Three Shot 

Aiiipicf.’ 

Initial Cleaning 

Various exposed metal parrs of your new gun have been 
coated at the factory with a ru«*prcvcmaiivc compound. 
Before assembling your shotgun, clean the anti-rust 
compound from the inside of the barrel, reedverand the 
action/chamber areas, Browning Oi! Is ideal for removir^ihis 
compound and fur giving your new gun its first 
lubrication, however, any quality gun oil may be used. Clean 
the barrel using a cleaning rod and patch as explained under 
'‘Cleaning and Maintenance S ingestions’* on page 13 
and 16, 

Serial Number 

The serial number of your Gold shotgun is found on the left 
side ofthe receher — just below the cngravii^ ‘'Gold Hunter 

3 1 / 2 ";' 



Ammunition 

The Gold 3 1/2' 12 gat^ shotgun slioots all ^ctoiy lead 
arnl stwl 12 gauge 2 3/4", 3" and 3 1/2" loads. 

NOTE: Best performance b achieved with 1 oz, or heavier 
loads. 

Browning can assume no Rsponsibilit)' for incidents which 
occur through the use of cartridges of nonstajidard 
dimension or those developing pressures in excess of SA^M1 
{Spotting Arms and Ammunidon Manufocrurer's Institute) 
es^lish^ standards. 

Operation of the Safety 

The cross bolt safety prevents the trigger from being pulled 
when in the ‘‘on safe’’ position. The safety is located ar the 
rear ofdic rr^erguafd (Sec Figure 2-A). In the “off safe” 
posidon a red wamir^ band b visible on the safety button on 
the left side of the tt^r guard. To place the gun “ON 
SAFE,** press the safety button to the right. To move the 
safety to the FIRE posidon, press the safety to the left 
(Stt F^ure 2-B).The safety is reversible and can be reversed 
from ri^' ID kfr-harKled by a competent gunsmith. When 




Figure 2-A 




Figure 2-B 



installed, the Idr-handed safety will have the safe^ bunon’s 
red warning band on the right side of the iriger guard. 

NOTE: Do not depend on the red color alone lo indicate 
your gun's safety status, as time, exposure to the dements, 
and the abrasive action of deanli^ agems can erase it 
Because the Gold 3 1/2" shotgun feamres a levtrsible safety, 
it is a good idea to check for right* or left-hand oriemackm 
of the safety. 



DO NOT SQUEEZE HARD ON THE OPEN REAR 
BHD OF THE FOREARM. TOO MUCH PRESSURE 
COULD CAUSE THE WOOD TO SPLIT. 

2 Components of the gas sv'stcm — the slee^'e, slce\‘e spring 
and gas pbcon will remain in place and do not need to 
be removed, cvxpi forebning, If the components of 
the ps system have been removed, reinstall them as 
cx])laincd hdow. Otherwise, proceed to seep 5. 

3 SIkle (be sleeve $p^it^; onto the magazine tube followed 
by the sleeve with the piston rod end first. Check the 



NEVER TEST THE ORIENTATION OR FVNCVON OF 
THE SAFETY WHILE YOUR SHOTGUN 1$ LOADED OR 
POINTED IN AN UNSAFE DIRECTION 

How to Assemble The Barrel to the 
Receiver 

The Gold 31/2“ shotgun is delivered, in the box, with the 
barrel removed and the forearm still anached to the magazine 
tube. It is important to follow the «aa sequence for 
assembly in steps 1 and 2, in order to properly assemble your 

Gold 3 1/2" sho^n, 

ALWA YS PLACE THE SAFETY IN THE "ON SAFE'' 
POSmON BEFORE ASSEMBLY PROCEDURES AND 
CHECK YOUR GUN CAREFULLY TO BE CERTAIN 
THAT THE CHAMBER, FEED MECHANISM AND 
MAGAZINE CONTAIN NO SHELLS. 

1 Take the recei^'er in hand. First, lock the bolt rearward 
by pulling the operating handle fully to the rear. Remove 
the forearm from the magazine tube by unsaewir^ the 
magazine cap and sliding the forearm fbrrotd, off die 
magazine cube. 



piston rod to make sure It w II align with the slot on the 
right side (ejection port ^cj of the receiver. Make sure 
the sleeve spring is properly poiitiojKd in the sleeve. 

(See Figure 3). 

4 Slide ihc gas piston into the gas bradcct. 

(See Figure 4). 

5 With the gun in the v'crtial posi tion , line the gas bracket 
and gas piston over the ms^azinc tube (See figure 3). 
Slide the gas bracket and gas piston over the magazine 
tube. The barrel cxcouion should slip solidly down into 
the receiver. Ntakesurc the piston tod moves freely In ics 
slot in the rcccivcf. 

6 Repbe the fbceaim by didi ng it onto the magazine tube 
and over the gas bracket so it seats securely. Install the 
nu^inc cap. Make sure the magazine cap is fully 
te rmed down, Open and dose the action several times 
a^ rei^ten the magaziiic cap. This will ensure a 
proper seal 
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Figure 4 





CAUTtON: AFTER THE BARREL HAS BEEN REMOVED 
FROM YOUR GUN. LEAVE THE BOLTIN THE OPEN 
POSmON. DO NOT PRESS THE CARRIER RELEASE 
BUTTON. 



If ihc holt is released forward wiih the barrel removed, the 
canridge scop will hit the from of the receiver ojid cause 

* 




Disassembly of the Barrel 
From the Receiver 



BEFORE STARVNG DISASSEMBLY PROCEDURES. 
Visa ALL Y INSPECT THE CHAMBER, FEED 
MECHANISM AND MAGAZINE TO BE ABSOLUTELY 
CERTAIN THE SHOTGUN IS COMPLETELY 
UNLOADED. POINT THE BARREL IN A SAFE 
DIRECTION. 

1 Unscrew the magazine cap and remove li. 

2 Remove the forearm by ^idi ng it forward off the 
magazine tube. 

3 For cicaningj remove the barrel, piston and piston sleeve 
by sliding them forward off the magazine tube. See 
“Clcar\ing and Maintenance Su^estions” or^ page 15 
and 16 for cleaning procedures. Ifvou aredisassemWir^ 
for storage, return the piston and piston sleeve onto the 
magazine tube as shown pfevioudv in Figure 5. Reinstall 
the forearm over the magazirK tube and screw on the 
magazine cap. You will ien have two compact unic: 
the barrel, and the action with foreami and stodi. 



Disassembly of the 

Trigger Group and Bolt Assembly 

The trigger group or boll can be removed if the 
action becomes excessively dirty or wet. If this occurs, 
disassemble the acdon fer a complete cleaning as explained 
below. Your Gold sho^n is designed to allow full 
disassembly of the trigger group and bolt asscinbly in the 
field, without any tools, Detailed cleaning procedures arc 
outlined under ^Qeaningaod Maintenance” op pgc 15 and 
1 6. Full disassembly invoKxs removal of the bolt issembly 
and the triger group. Any disassenihly beyond this should 
onh'bcpeffofincd k a competent gunsmith. 

ALWAYS WEAR EYEPROTECVON WHEN 
PERFORMING ANY MAINTENANCE OR DISASSEMBLY. 

REMOVING THE TRIGGER GROUP— 

1 First, make certain die gun is totally unloaded and the 
“safe* is on safe." 

CHECK THE MAGAZINE, FEED MECHANISM AND 
CHAMBER TO BE SURE THEY DO NOT CONTAIN 
ANY SHELLS. 
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REASSEMBLY— 

1 Make sure ihe bole is in fom ard position. 

2 Insert the tri^r group back into th c rccci vcr, The hoi cs 
in the crigger group .should line up with the holes on 
each side of the receiver. 

3 Rdnsen (be trigger guard pins and gendy rap them into 
place with a plane or woc^ mallet, again using 
caution rwr to scratch riK receiver. 



2 While holding the bolt handle, release the boll to its 
forward position by depressing the carrier release bunon. 
i\gain use caurion when rclca^ the bolt assembly to ic 
forward position. If you allow the bolt assembly to 
slam dosed with the barrel remos'ed you can damage the 
receiver. 

3 With the tri^er guard tip use a drive punch or dmibr 
object to push inward on the trigger guard pins, using 
caution not to scratch the rccervcr 

(Sec Figure 6). 1 rigger guard pins may be removed feom 
cither side of the receiver. Push the iriggicr guard pins 
clear through the other side of the reedvef. Ii may be 
necessary to pull on the tri^ei pins to remew them 
from the receiver (See Figure 7). 

4 Grasp the tri^r guard and pull it up and out of the 
receiver. (See Figure 8) 

5 Perform any clean ing of the parts and recover cavity as 
necessarv. 



REMOVtNG THE BOLT ASSEMBLY^ 

To remove the bolt assembly it is preferred to first 
remove the tr^er group and barrel, as explained 
(deviously. 

1 With ibc trigger guard up, push down on the cartridge 
stop while pulling outward on the bolt handle 

(See ^te 9). Remove the bolt handle from the bolt. 

2 While keeping (he cartric^ stop depressed, slide the bolt 
and boll slide forward and out of the receiver 

(See Figure 10). 

3 TTw boll and bolt slide can be separated for cleaning 
(See Rgure 1 1). Perform any cleaning of the bolt and 
leaivcr cavity as necessaA'. 

DO NOT DISASSEMBLE THE BOLT 
ASSEMBLY BEYOND THIS POINT. 

Reinstalling the Bolt Assembly 



DO NOT DISASSEMBLE THE TRIGGER GROUP 
BEYOND THIS POINT. 
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Figure 9 




Figure 10 
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remove the bolt 
handle 





Remove the bolt 
and bolt slide. 



Figure 12 







Figure 13 
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Figure 1 1 




1 Reassemble the bolt and bolt si Idc. 

2 Place the bolt assembly back in the rcedver, bolt slide 
link end first (See figure 12). Line ifw rails on the boll 
slide with the slots in the bottom of the receiver. 

3 Guide the bolt slide link into its socket in the recoil 
spring follower (See Figure 13). 

4 To replace the operating handle push down on the 
carrridge stop and insert the bolt handle in its respective 
slot in the bolt. IMPORTANT: It may be necessary to 
pull out on the bolt handle slightly until the camidge 
stop clicks back in place (S« F^uie 14). Failure to 



follow these instruaions will result in the inability to 
load the (Tu^puine. 

5 Open and close the action several times to make sure the 
bolt slide link uti recoil spring fbUow-er are properly 
er^^. 

Three-Shot 

Adapter— Magazine Capacity 



The Cold shotgun is delivcretl with the magazine thre^shot 
^pter (plug) installed in the magazine, limidr^ magazine 
capadry to two shells in compliance with federal migrator}’ 
bird r^uladons. If)^^ do not wish to be limited to three 
shots — when it is not tequlred by law' — you can remove 
(or reinstall) the thrcc'shoc adapter (plug) as follows: 

ALWAYS WEAR PROTECVVE SAFETY GLASSES 
DURING THIS OPERA TfON 

1 First, make certain the gun is totally unloaded and the 
“safety” is “on safe.” CHECK THE MAGAZINE, FEED 
MECHANISM AND CHAMBER TO BE SURE THEY 
DO NOT CONTAIN ANY SHELLS. 



2 Unsciew the m^azine cap and 



remove it. 



Figure 14 



Figure 16 



Make sure the bolt handle 
dicks back in place. 



>■ 















Loading Procedures 

AT ALL TIMES DURiNG THE LOADING PROCEDURE, 
BE SURE YOUR MUZZLE IS POINVNG IN A SAFE 
DIRECTION AND THE SAFETY IS W THE "ON SAFE" 
POSntON. 

There are (wo mechods for getting i loaded dwll into the 
chamber of )XHir Cold shotgun, 



3 The magazine three-shot adaprer lies underneath the 
magazine spring retainer located in the forward end of 
the magazine rube. To remm'e the magazine spring 
retainer, depress the mt^ine spring retainer tab 
located in the window on the magazine tube while 
keeping your hand on the magazine spring retainer. 

(Sec Figure 15). Slowly remove the magazine spring 
retainer as it is under pressure of the magazine spring. 
Remove the magazine thrcc-sho( adapta. 

(Sec Figure 16). 

4 Depress the magazine spring back into the magazirK 
cube and replace the magazine spring rttaincr. Make sure 
the magazine spring retainer tab is locked in place in its 
slot iti the mi^ineslot. 

5 Reinstall the magazi nc cap. 1 f, at some future time, you 
wish CO limit your gun to three shots again, unscrew the 
magazine cap and remove the magazine spring cecaincr. 
Lightly preiss the three-shor adapter to force the 
magazine spring rearward until the base of the ihrcc-sbot 
adapter is le\'el with the end of the magazirK tube. 
Replace rhe magazine spring retainer and magaTinp cap. 



Loading the chamber 
through the ejection port 

] After nuking sure the saftcy Is *^on safe,” pull the 
operating handle (o (he rear until the bolt locks in the 
open position. 

VISUALLY INSPECT THE CHAMBER, CARRIER 
AND MAGAZINE TO MAKE SURE THEY ARE 
CLEAR OF ANY OBSTRUCTIONS. 

2 While poindr^ the muzzle in a safe direaion, insert a 
cartrit^of the proper gauge through the ejection pon 
into the open breech (See Figure 17). Press the carrier 
rdeasc buttoru The will deliver the shell to the chamber. 
The ebambet is now loaded. 

3 With the chamber loaded, load the magazine to full 
capacity. To load the magazine, insert a shell, of proper 
gauge, thioi^ the loading port at the bottom of the 
receiver, up into the magazine, using }'our thumb to 
posirion h fully foiward in the magazine rube 

(Sec Figure 18). Make sure the rim of the shell engages 
(he cartridge stop and is held fully inside the mi^ine 
oibc. It will make an audible click when fullv inserted. 
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Loading the Chamber Manually 
from the Magazine — Speed Loading 

1 MAKE SURE THE MUZZLE iS POINTED IN A SAFE 
DIRECVON AND THE SAFETY IS IN THE ON 
SAFE ' POSITION. 

2 Wlch chc bole open, insert a shell imo the magazine. The 
shell vvill he automadcdly cycled from the magazine to 
the chamber. 





Figure 19 



KEEP YOUR FINGERS CLEAR OF THE EJECTION 
PORT. 

3 Load the m^inc to full capacity as aplained 

prcvinusly, 

NOTE: Magazine cuC'OfF mm be in the forward posirion cu 
load rounds into the magazine. 

CAUTION: WHENEVER A SHELL HAS BEEN CYCLED 
INTO THE CHAMBER - AUTOMATICALLY OR 
MANUALLY— THE SHOTGUN IS READY TO RRE BY 
SIMPLY MOVING THE SAFETY TO THE OFF SAFE 
POSITION. 



Magazine CuUoff 

The magazine cut-olFh loated at the front end of the left side 
ofthe recervef (see F^ure 19). Tills cut-off has the 
purpose of locking the shells in the magazine so that they will 
not feed imo the chamber. This permits you to quicldy 
change the load in chc chamber ofthe gun without going to 
the trouUe of unloadir^ the whole magazine. In this my, a 
duck load can quickly be taken out and a goose load insetted^ 
if the need arises. 

To operate the magazirK cut-off, merely pull the cut-off lever 
back (see F^ure 20). ITiis will luck the shells in the magazine. 
Push the cut-off lever forward when yon desire to release the 
shells in the m^inc so that they will feed automatically as 
ihc gun is Rred. 

With the m^azinc cut-off in operation, the chamber empty, 
and the brccch bolt lodccd in the rearward position, a shell 
may be instantly delivered from the m^azine to the chamber 
by merely pushing die rm^azine cut-off forward. 

NOTE: havcou-off in the fbnwd position while 

loading and unloading the magazine. 
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Figure 20 




Unloading 

CAUTION: WHENEVER UNLOADING, ALWAYS BE 
CERTAIN THAT THE MUZZLE 1$ POINTED IN A SAFE 
DiRECVON AND THAT THE SAFETY IS IN THE "ON 
SAFE"PO$mON. 

1 Unload your Gold sho^n by imping rhe upcnting 
handle and cycling the action until all roumb are ejected. 



NOTE: Be .sure magazine cut-off is m the forward position 
ro empty rounds from the m^.inc. 

AL WAYS INSPECT THE CHAMBER, ACTION, CARRIER 
AND MAGAZINE VERY CAREFULLY AFTER 
UNLOADING TO BE SURE ALL LIVE ROUNDS ARE 
CLEARED FROM THE GUN. 

Breech Remains Open 
After the Last Shot 

The breech of the Gold remains opcn» with the bolt 

locked to the rear, after the list shot has been fired. This 
allows convenient at;d fast reloaciing. 

1 Place the safety in the “on safe* position. 

2 Drop an appropriate shell into the open broxh or into 
the magazine. 

3 Close the action by depressing the carrier 
release button. 

4 Load the magazine. 

EVEN WITH THE BREECH LOCKED OPEN AFTER 
SHOOTING, DO NOT ASSUME YOUR SHOTGUN IS 



UNLOADED. ALWA TS INSPECT THE CHAMBER, 
CARRIER AND MAGAZINE TUBE TO BE SURE THEY 
CONTAIN NO CARTRIDGES. 

Firing Your Gold shotgun 

With the chamber loaded, all that Is necessary to fire die gun 
is 10 push in on the safety so that the red warning band is 
viable on the left ^ of (he trigger guard and pull the 
trigger- 

TTie ps system ejects the fired ^cll and picb up a new ihell 
from the magazine anddiambcts it automatically. This is 
rciKated each rime you pull the trigger until the kst .shell has 
been fired. 

AFTER SHOOTING, IMMEDIATELY PLACE THE 
"SAFETY" IN THE "ON SAFE" POSmON. 



invecior Plus Interchangeable 
Choke System 

12 GAUGE mSCTOR-PLUS — 

The 12 ^ugc Ciold3 1/2*' shotgun has a back-bo red band 
and Is chreaded to accept Invcctor-Plus choke i ubes only. 
They are not intcrchangeahle with 12 gauge Standard 
Inveaot choke lubes, Do not use Invector-Plus tubes in 
barrels dircaded fot Standard Invccior tubes. Do not use 
Standard Inveaoi tubes in barrels threaded for Invector-Plus 
cubes. Failure to follow these warnings may damage your gun 
and ausc injuty to ynuRcIfand others. A special ‘Plus' 
choke tube wrench is provided co remove and tighten 
Invecior-Plus choke tubes. 

DO NOT FIRE THIS SHOTGUN WITHOUT HAVING AN 
INVECTOR PLUS CHOKE TUBE INSTALLED. 

Pmiancm damage may result to the threads. 

DO NOT USE BROWNING INVECTOR PLUS CHOKE 
TUBES IN ANY SHOTGUN BARRELS NOT SUPPLIED 
BY BROWNING. ALSO, DO NOT USE ANY OTHER 
CHOKING DEVICE IN ANY SHOTGUN BARRELS 
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SUPPLIED BY BROWNING. USE ONLY CHOKE TUBES 
MARKED mSCTOR PLUS. 

CA UVON: WHENE VER HA NDUNG AN Y SHOTGUN 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF REMOVING OR INSTALLING A 
CHOKING DEVICE, MAKE ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN THE 
GUN IS FULL Y UNLOADED, AND THE BOLT OR 
BREECH IS OPEN! NEVER ATTEMPT TO REMOVE OR 
INSTALL A SHOTGUN CHOKING DEVICE ON A 
LOADED RREARM! 

TUBE REMOVAL- 

1 UNL OA D YOUR GOLD SHOTGUN FULL Y. INSPECT 
THE CHAMBER, FEED MECHANISM AND 
MAGAZINE TO MAKE SURE THEY DO NOT 
CONTA IN A NY SHELLS. 

1 Open the accion, locking ic rear^^‘a^<l, and place the 
“safccy" In the '‘on safe” position. 

3 Use the Invcctor Plus wrench to loo»n the tube, turning 
it coumercbekwue. Finger rwiv the tube the rest of the 
way out of the barrel, 



Figure 21 




Replacerrkent and additional tubes and wrenches are 
available from your Browning dealer, or by writing 

Browning Consumer Department 
One Browning Plaa 
Morgan. Utah S4050-9326 
(801)876-2711 



TUBE INSTALLATION^ 

1 UNLOAD YOUR GOLD 3 1/2" SHOTGUN FUUY. 
INSPECT THE CHAMBER, FEED MECHANISM AND 
MAGAZINE TO MAKE SURE THEY DO NOT 
CONTAIN ANY SHELLS. 

2 Open the action and place the “safeiy* in the “on safe“ 
position. 

3 Befo rc i IIS taJ 1 1 ng a tube, ch cck the internal choke cube 
threads in the muzzle, as well as the threads on the 

I nvcctor choke tube to be sure they are dean. Lightly oil 
the threads with an oil like Browning Oil. 

4 Using your fingers, screw the appropriate tube into the 
muzzle end of the barrel, capered end first, iwtched end 
outward. When it becomes finger-light, use the Invectof 
Plu.s choke tube wrench to firmly scat the rube. 

THE INVECTOR PLUS CHOKE TUBE SHOULD BE 
PERIODIC ALLY CHECKED TO ASSURE TNATITfS 
VGHT AND RRMLY SEATED. BEFORE CHECKING, 
FOLLOW THE SAFETY GUIDEUNES OUTLINED 
ABOVE. 



Cartadian customers plca.se call or write: 

Browning Canada Sports Ltd./Ltcc 
5617 Q^in St-Fran«;ois 
St-Laurent, Quebec H4S 1W6. 

(514)335-7261 

INVECTOR PLUS CHOKE TUBE CODE— 

To identifi' individual Imwor Plus tubes, refer to the 
abbreviated indications on die side of the tube, or a^e the 
idcniificaiion majk(s) located on the top rim of each tube. 
(SccF^rc2l). 

INVECTOR PLUS TUBE SELECTION— 

To help you choose the cornea choke tube for each hunting 
situarion, all Browning Invcctor Plu^ choke tubes arc inscribed 
on the adc with the patterns dw}' produce with both lead and 
steel shoe Each Invecior Plus tube also has notches on the top 
rim of ihc cube. These notches ate a code to allow you to 
determine the choke designation while the tube is installed. 
Rim notches refa specifically to lead shot. You will need to 
use the chart below to cross-reference from lead to steel, and 
decrminc the appH^riate tubes for t'our ammunition and 
hun(ing($hooC(^ situation . 
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1 GOLD SEMhAUTO MAGAZINE CAPACITY \ 


Shall 

Size 


With 3-shot 
Adapter 


Without 3-shot 
Adapter 



'23/4" 2 

•3' 2 

*3 1/2" 2 

*Jhv ibowof htiuUU^ 


4 

3 

3 

tfoefi i/rsbHts. 


12 GA UGE IN VEC TOR^PLUS 


Rim 


Pattern With 


Pattern Wih 


Notches 


Lead Shoe 


Steel Shot 


Knurled** 


X'Full Turkey 




1 


Full 




II 


Imp, Modified 


Full' 


111 


Modified 


Full 


inr 


Imp. Cylinder 


Modified 


mil 


Skeer 


Jmp.Cylindcr 


No Notches Cylinder 


Cylinder 

4 



/w utr ihv* Vtinn «rt i rt^unv/mf «>M «W sfKJ 

m// fiWi// >*j (XJ ow^irn(i(>, 'M?ti A flftnrn '’Kxifn At/f 
n>n Till •U)i usr wUff *knJ »do( ' VlMn stun ilmi vm- c^t 41 • g Itmii 

/i\ruifUf» siv>/ltixM Jiiiiifrfi (t«« ihi- wirwv nfvn tMrloWtlfar htftb i«Aiut> 
lurin'' ffitif itt* tml tvaeb. 

Cleaning and Maintenance 

You should clean your Gold 3 1/2" sho^n whenever It 
becomes cxccisivdy dirt)'. The battel shouW be cleaned and 
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(he acnon wiped dean and oiled after ever)' day of shooting. 
'n>e ^ system should require only ocasinnal cleaning. If a 
malftmcdoD ocoirs, pcfform a thorough cleaning, ro see if it 
sdves che problem, before sceldng the services of a Browning 
RecommCTded Service Center, the Browning Service Facility 
in Arnold, .Vlissouri. ora competent gunsmith. 

Normal maintenance can he accomplished with the barrel 
still attached to the receiver (oiling and wiping down). More 
cardul cleaning mquircs removal of only the barrel from the 
receiver (cleanit^ the barrel), and the removal oFseveral ga.s 



sy'siem components. A complete cleaning requires removal of 
Ac boll and trigger group. 

PEfWOtC OtUNG ^ 

Ordinaiygood ju^ment will indiate diat the metal parts of 
a gun should receive a l^t him of oil after the gun has been 
exposed to weather or hand! i ng. 

Occasionally a smal 1 drop of I ight gun oil may be placed 
inside die receiver on the rails on which the bolt slides 
(See Figure 22). TTiis will help lo relieve friction and ensure 
smooch operation. 



If the gun has been exposed lo a lot nf dust, dirt, mud or 
water, (he prindpal working pans including che gas system, 
should be wiped dean and lubricated w ith a light film of oil. 
Biownir^Oil is recommended. 



DO NOT POUR LARGS QUANimES OF OIL INTO THE 
ACTION. A LARGE EXCESS OF OIL WILL RUN BACK 
INTO THE WOOD OF THE STOCK AND CAUSE 
SOFTENING OF THE WOOD, WITH CONSEQUENVAL 
LOOSENING OF THE STOCK. 
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CLEANING THE BARREL — 

1 BE CERTAIN YOUR SHOTGUN'S MAGAZINE, FEED 
MECHANISM A ND CHA MBER A RE UNL OADED. 
PLACE THE “SAFETY" IN THE “ON SAFE'' 
POSITION AND LOCK THE BOLT TO THE REAR. 
ALWA YS WEAR PROTECVYE SAFETY GLASSES 
DURING ALL DISASSEMBLY AND CLEANING 
PROCEDURES. 

2 Remost :Ke barrel so chat ii can be cleaned from the 
breech end (See “Disassembly'’ on page 8). 

3 Using i shotgun cleaning rod wch tip and pardi large 
enough for a snug fie in the bore, insert the rod and patch in 
(he breech end ot' che barrel and run hack and forth rhruugh 
(he bore several times. Remove artd wipe the Invecior Plus 
tube, threads and barrel chreadv with a brass or nylon brush, 
and lightly oil 

4 Inspect the bore from both ends for leading by looking 
through (he bore coward light. Leading will appear as dull 
longinidinal srreaks and is tisually more predominam near 
the munle and just forward of (he chamber. 



5 A norma] amount oFleading can be expected with today s 
high-v’elocicy loads and improved wads but (his is not 
serious. If or when loading should become heavy, it can be 
removed with a brass bore brush. Make sure a choke tube is 
installed. Spray the bore or the bore brush with a good 
powder solvent, and scrub (he bore umil leading is removed. 
To prevent brass bristles trom breaking o/T. the brush 
should be pushed completely through the bore before being 
witliJrawn. 

6 After leading has been removed, ihe bore sliould be wiped 
dr>' with a dean patch, and then a b^dy oiled paid) run 
through it for pfc.vrvatk)n, 

7 Reassemble barrel and wipe all exposed metal sur&ccs with 
an oiled cloth making sure to wipe gun clean of all finger 
marks wlicrc moi.srure will accumulaw. 

8 The barrel and action should be inspected to assure that all 
cleaning patclies hav-c been removed and not inadveiTently 
left in the barrel or action. 

9 The wood surfaces can also be wiped with Browning Oil or 
they can be polished with any ([uality furniture wax 

(but not both). 



CLEANING THE ACTION AND TRIGGER GROUP — 

1 When the action becomes cxccssivclv diftv’, remove the 
trigger group and bolt assembly from the receiver as 
aplained under *Disassanbly" on pages 8 and 9, Clean with 
an oil such as Browning Oil or a gun solvent as ntctssaiy, 
using an old B»rf)bfush to loosen any caked-on grime. Wipe 
the receiver cavity dean, lively oil the avity (aerosol 
Brownii^ Oil is ideal) and wipe it diy. No funher 
disassembly is required lot cleaning. 

2 Rcassembk the (rigger group, bolt assembly, gas system and 
(he barrel to the eeceiver as explained previously. Then wipe 
all oqMscd metal surfaces wid) an oiled doth, making sure to 
wipe clean all fin^r marks where moisture will accumulate. 

3 band and action should be inspected to assure that all 
cleaning patches have been removed and not inadvertently 
left in the Itarrcl nr aakin. 

CLEANING THE GAS SYSTEM-- 

1 Remove the gas piston and piston iltevi ftom rhe 
magazine cube Spray the magazine tube with a good quality 
l>nwdcr solvent and wi|)c dean. 

2 bpray the piston and piston sleeve with a good powder 
solvent and brush it thoroughly to remove any deposits 

(an old toothbrush is klol). bprjy the inside and wipe off any 
buildup. It will be ea^r to remove rhe piston sleeve spring to 
dean iIk interior of the piston sleew. NEVER use a seed 
brush on any of the gas components. 

3 ComfJete the dcanir^ of the gas system by apply! ng a very 
li^ film of Brownii^ Oil to all parts for protection ami 
lubricaion. 

DO NOT TAKE YOUR GUN'S ACVON APART BEYOND 

WHAT IS EXPLAINED IN THIS MANUAL 

Tliis is a specialized, findy fitted mechanlim; an attempt to 
fcmovc the inner mechanism mav mar it for life. It 
unneccssaiy, and may do damage to the inner mechaniim, ro 
disassemble it for rouduc dcaning and oiling. Of course, 
mlsfoiTunes (such as droj^ing ytMir gun in water) require 
appropriate attention, and in such circumstances wc 
recommend you immediardy take )x»ur gun to a competent 
gunsmith. 
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Service or Repair 

rf your firearm should require service or re- 
puii'i, we vou ftrst comaa a local 

recoiTi upended Browning Inrcanns Servic'e 
Cicntcr. <^ont:ict your Browning sporting 
goods dealer or call our Service l>epart* 
menl for the address of the Service Center 
neatest you. Otherwise, you cnay send 
your firearm directly to our own Service 
Department, For technical questions alKM.il 
yoLir firearm or service call our Sen ice 
i')epcin:mcnt. 

Browning Service Department 
One Browning Place 
Arnold, Missouri 63010~9406 
Phone: 1-800-322‘4626 

Canadian CuMomers cjill or wTiie: 
8roivn/ng Canada Sporfs Ltd./Ltee, 
5617 Chemln SUFran^ois 
Sf-Laurenf, Oue^ec H4S 1W6 
Phone: (514) 333-7261 



When returning your firearm for senicing, 
you must do the following: 

a. Be sure il is completely unloaded. 

b. Package it securely in a cardboard 
container. 

c- Unclose a letter with your flreann 
ilia I clearly describes the trouble 
cxpcrienc'ed and the repains or 
alieralion.s desired. 

d, If convcnieni, send a copy of the 
letter to u.s .separately. 

c. Never return ammunition with your 
Hreann. It Ls again si postal and most 
commerce regulation.s. 

If you have any quesUons about this 
manual or aboul any other Browning 
producis, call or write our Consumer 
Information Deparunent: 

Browning Consumer information 
One Browning Piece 
Morgan, Utah S4050-9326 
Phone: (801) 876-2711 




